Clavis Anrea ; 
"On, 


A Golden Key: 


| By which Hidden and Myſtical 
Scriptures are. Opened. and 
Explained. | 


< WHEREIN 


Is clearly diſcovered and aſſerted, 
{ the Dodrine of rhe Salvation of 
all Men. 


ALSO 
i The Myſtery of Iniquity laid open, 
and the , Doltrine of Freewll fully re- 
futed ; . by proving, That Sz 15 an 
Infirmity. 
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from the W iſe and Prudent, and haſt-re- 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


Chriſtian and Friendly Reader, 


\ \ T Hoever thou art that bappens to meet 
with this littleTreatiſe, my earneſt De- 
; ſrre to thee ts, that thou would'ſt ſuſpend 
thy raſh Cenſure of the Subjett ll thou haſt throughly 
Bperu/ed it over and over, and begged the Aſſiſtance of 
God's Enlightning Spirit tounder(tand aright ;, and 
Nl alſo confoder the Concurrence of Scriptures, and al- 
ways be ſure to magnify ( and not leſſen ) the Infinite 
 Bwe and Mercy of God, who in all Ages, even from 
Wthe Creation of the World, has kept this Myſtery 
concealed only to ſome of bis faithful Servants the 
Wrophets, and ſuch as were endued with a large Por- 
ton of the Holy Spirit ;, therefore St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
$2.14 /a:th, The natural Man receiveth not the 
tuings of the Spirit of God; for they are Foo- 
liſhneſs to him > neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. So that for 
art of this Spiritual Guide, theſe Myſteries have 
laid bid, but God, by the Prophet Malachi, #n the 
4th Chapter, ſays, that Eljab ſhall come before 
the great. and dreadful Day, and ſhall turn the 
Heart of the Fathers to the Children, and the 
Heart of the Children to the Fathers, leaſt the 
Earth ſhonld by him be ſmitten with a Curſe. 
Lit many will. have this dreadful Day to be the De- 
iruFHon of Jeruſalem 5 but that cannot be, ſince a 
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iv  ThePreface to the Reader. 


heavy Curſe was there inflitted, and therefore ut 
turn a away © But when Elijah, bere ſpoken of, Comes, 
be ſhall unite all in Love, and join all Hearts into 


one, all ſhall be ins Harmony \, then ſhall the Prophecy 
be fulfilled, that the Knowledg of the Lord ſhall| 


cover the Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea : 


And they ſhall ſing that angelical Seng, Rev. 15.4,| 


W ho ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 
thy Name ? for thou only art holy : for all Na- 
tions ſhall come and worſhip before thee. Ther 
ſhall that part, Rev. 14.6. be fulfilled, That the 
Angel ſhall preach the everlaſting Goſpel to e- 
very Nation and Kindred, and Tongue, and 
People. Theſe things I write not for to get my ſelf a 
Name, or to broach a new Opinion ;, but after many 
Years of Diſcontent in Spirit, and weary Travels to 


ſeveral Unverſutes, and converſing in my Travels 


in ſeveral Nations without Satisfaition, at laſt it 
pleaſed the Divine Wall, by the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, to aſſiſt me: As to the Manner, I ſhall paſs 
by. It may be ſome will ſay this will be an Encou- 
ragement to Sin, 1 anſmer.that Faith which works by 
Love is the moſt true - And beſides, what Perſon ſo- 
ever there be that once comes to the Truth, and to bt 
perſwaded in the Truth of this Doftrine, but will al- 
ways be effering up himſelf to his Creator ſo far 4 


he is capable. This Doftrine will moſt certainly be* 
the beſt for uniting all into a firm Love, and fit all 
20 meet Chriſt at his Second Coming : Which 3s tht | f 


earneſt Deſire of thy hearty Friend, 


Thomas Mcor. 
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CLavis AUREA; 0r a Golden Key, 


all By which Hidden and Myſtical Scriptures 
MM arc opened and explained, &C. h 


ty 6 3 E Holy Apoſtle St. Paul being converted and ſent 
to preach to the Genriles, and many of the Gentiles 
receiving his DoQrine, and they ſceing the Jews 
he would not receive it, he being doubtful wherher 
the Gentiles ſhould not exalr themſelves above meaſure, and 
triumph over the Jews, by thinking that now the Jews had 
id xejeRed ard they had received the Goſpel ; thar the Jews 
* a ]fhould be eternally damned,and they to be the only Heirs of 
ny {Salyation: Buc Paul ro remove this great Miſtake comes ard 
2g || Eiſcovers the greateſt of Myſteries to the Genriles, by telling 
them thar altho __ were for a time excluded, and they 
ls Jonly to be of the Viſible Church of Chriſt, yer the Jews were 
it Fnot excluded Salvarion ; and Pail ſays, he hath declared all 
ly Neve Counſel of G:.d, 4s 20. 27. : : 
is Sorhut from Paul's Words I have deduced my Dogrine, 
which Icall a GoLpkn Kuy, and by which I prove the Sal- 
" Bl ration of all Men. 


o-= | And firſt I conſider Romans 11. 28, 26, 27, 28, 29,3231, 
he £32-and 33 verſes. The Words are theſe, 
26, For I would not, Brethren, that you ſhould be ignorant 


b- of this Myſtery (leſt you ſhould be wiſe in your own conceit ) 
4s Wtvat Blindneſs in part is happened unto Iiracl, antil the ſulneſs of 
be * tbe Gentiles be come in. | 

fl N. 25+ And fo all Iſrael ſhould be ſaved: as "tis written, tbere 


2all com? out-of Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn away Ungod» 
$5125 from Jacob. 
7+ For this is my Covenant unto them, when I ſhall taky 
away their Sins, 
28, Asconcerning the Goſpel, they are Enemies for your (abes * 
bit as touching the Elettion, they are beloyed for (he Father's 
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heavy Curſe was there inflitted, and therefore nat 


turn d away © But when Elijah, bere ſpoken of, comes, | 


he ſhall unite all in Love, and join all Hearts into 


one, all ſhall bein Harmony ;, then ſhall the Prophecy, 


be fulfilled, that the Knowledg of the Lord ſhall 
cover the Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea : 
And they ſhall ſing that angelical Song, Rev. 15.4. 
W ho ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 
thy Name ? for thou only art holy : for all Na- 
tions ſhall come and worſhip before thee. Ther 
ſhall that part, Rev. 14.6. be fulfilled, That the 
Angel ſhall preach the everlaſting Goſpel to e- 
very Nation and Kindred, and Tongue, and 


People. Theſe things I write not for to get my ſelf a 


IName, or to broach a new Opinion ;, but after many 
Years of Diſcontent mm Spirit, and weary Travels to 


ms 
ſeveral Univerſities, and converſing in my Travel: 


in ſeveral Nations without Satisfattion, at laſt it 
pleaſed the Divine Will, by the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, to aſſiſt me: As to the Manner, I ſhall paſs 
by. It may be ſome will ſay this will be an Encou- 
ragement to Sin, I anſmer.that Faith which works by 
Love i the moſt true - And beſides, what Perſon ſo- 
ever there be that once comes to the Truth, and to be 
perſwaded in the Truth of this Doftrine, but will al- 


ways be offering up himſelf to his Creator ſo far a 
he is capable, This Deftrine will moſt certainly be 


the beſt for uniting all into a firm Love, and fit all 
zo mect Chriſt at his Second Coming : Which 3s the 
earneſt Deſire of thy hearty Friend, 


Thomas Mcor. 
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Cravis AuREA; or a Golden Key, 
By which Hidden and Myſtical Scriptures 
are opened and explained,. &C. | 


HE Holy Ayoſtle St, Paul being converted and ſent 
ro preach to the Gentiles, and many of the Gentiles 
receiving his DoQrine, and they ſceing the Jews 
wou!ld not receive it, he being doubtful whether 

the Gentiles ſhould not exalt themſelves above meaſure, and 
triumph over the Jews, by thinking that now the Jews had 
xejeRed ard they had received the Goſpel ; thar the Jews 
ſhould be eternally damned,and they to be the only Heirs of 
Salvation: Buc Paul to remove this great Miſtake comes ard 
diſcovers the greateſt of Myiteries to the Genriles, by telling 
them thar altho v7 = were for a time excluded, and they 
only to be of the Viſible Church of Chriſt, yer the Jews were 
nat excluded Salvation 3 and Paul ſays, he hath declared all 
the Counſel of Gd, 4s 20. 27. : 

Soth.t from Paul's Words I have deduced my Dogrine, 
which Icalla Gorprkx Ky, and by which I prove the Sal- 
ration ot all Men, 


And firſt I conſider Romans 11. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29,3031, 
32,and g3 verſes, The Words are theſe, : 
26, For I would not, Brethren, that you ſhould be ignorant 
of this Myſtery (leſt you ſhould be wiſe in your own concett ) 
that Blindneſs in part is happened unto Uſrael, wntil the ſulneſs of 


IU the Gentiles be come in. | 


ill I 


26, And ſo all Iſrael ſhould be ſaved: as "tis written, tbere 
ſpall come oit-of Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn away UVngods 
#mneſs from Jacob. 

27. For tow is my Covenant unto them, when I ſhall tabs 
away their Sins, 

28, Asconcerning the Goſpel, they are Enemies for your ſabes * 
1 a Louching the Eleftion, they are beloyed for the Father's 
the, FI -, 
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29. For the Giſts and Callings of God are without Repo. 


. Flicks 


30," For as ye in Times paſt have not believtd God, yet hay 
now obtained Mercy through their Unbelief : 

31. Even ſo hawetheſe alſo now not velieued, that through you 
Mercy they alſo may. odtain Mercy. 


32. For God hath concluded them all in Unbelief, that || 


might have Mercy upon all, 
33. O the depth of the Riches both of th: Wiſdom and Know. 


leag of God ! how unſearchable are bis Fudgments, and his Way 


#1/t finding out / 


EXPOSITION. 


The Werds Blindneſ5-in part, can ſignify no other thanf 


part of 1ſrael are Unbelicvers : Since in the 28th »#7{e 'i; 


apparent that their Unbeltef 1s ſo great, that it makes then Þ 


Enemies to the Goſpel. | 


Here weare to obſerve alſo, that ſince the Jews unhelietY' 
is to continue 77/! the fulneſs ofthe Gentiles be come in: Let usf 
fee how St. Paul came ro know that the Jews unbeliefſhouldþ 


continue ſo long ; which will explain the word happen; 
Blindneſs in part bath happened unto 1ſrael. 

Certainly we muſt granc this, that ſeeing St, Paul foretold 
i0 long before, thar this Blindneſs which was happened to 
1/rat!, and ſhould continue rill the tulneſs of the Gentiles, 
that is, til] the Jews are called: this Unbelief was deter- 
mined by God, and revealed ro Paz! by the Holy Ghoſt, 

And this 15 confirmed in the 324 Verſe, that God hath 793 
claded them all in Unbelief, that he might have Mercy upon all, 

Bur ſome may ſay, When #s the fulneſs of the Gentiles ? 

FE anſwer, When the Jews are called, the fulneſs of the 
Gentiles are come in, and not before, as Paul notes in the 
25th verſe, Blindneſs in part hath happened unto Iſrael, til 
the fulneſs of- the Gentiles be come in. Again, Jeruſalem ſhall 


be trodden down of the Gentiles yntil the Times of the Gentiles, 


be fulfilled, Luke 21. 24. Bur to proceed, ,There ſhall come 


out of Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn away Ungoalintſs from 
yds v1.26, Now ſolong as Unhelief remains, Ungod-\- 


ineſs 15 ror perfe&ly turned away from Jacob 3 fo that this 
Deliverer is ro give them Faith: And we cannot know who 
this Deliverer 1s, until they be calied. This being plain, ler 
us !eck on the 28thyerſe, As concerning the ny are 
Es Memes 
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Enmies for your ſakes : but as touching the Elefiion, they arebe- 
loved for the Fathers ſake. That 1s, the Fews are cut off from 
the Faith, that the Gentiles might be grafted in: And alcho 
Blindneſs in part hath happened unto chem, as being con- 
cluded in.Unbelief, fo long yet are they Elefed and Beloved, 
that is Saved 3 otherwiie, How are they Elected and Be- 
loved? Bur the following Text clears the Myſtery, if added 
' to this, in that ir ſaith, 4! Iſrael ſhall.be ſaved, ver. 26. 
Theſe Words, Blindn:ſs in part bath happened unto Iſrael, until 
the ſulneſs of the Genriles be com? in, being rhe 25th verſe, is 


rhe Antecedent, or Senſe foregoing to rhe tcllowing Verſes ; 


in the 25th verſe. 


which one of theſe Texts likewiſe confidered 1n 1t {elf fhews, 
For who are thoſe that God hath concluded in Unhelliet, 
as in the 22d verſe ? Why,they arethoſe to whom Blizaneſs 
in part hath happened, until the fulneſs of te Gentiles be come in, 
And who are thoſe though they are 
Enemies to the Goſpel, yer are they Elefted and Beloved ? 
0", 28. Why, they arethoſe ro whom Blinazeſs 21 part hath 
happened, until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come 7, ver. 25. 


as I ſaid, one of theſe Texts in 1t felt ſhews, as he ſaith in. 
the 26th Verſe, «ut of Sion [hail come the Delicerer, and turn 
away Iniquity from Jacob 3 fo that their Intquity 15 nor per- 
fealy turned away by Faith, till this Dcliverer comes out 
You may obſerve that rhis whole Chapter 1s a 


of Sion. 


Diſcourſe of the Branch broken off, 


But how comes this to be, that ſeeing for Men to d'e 1n' 
Lnbelief, as Trae! before, and Damnation 15 che Puniſhment 
thereof, as in Marh 16. yer ſuch Enemies to the Goſpel 
zre ſaved? Whar, can a Man he ſavei and dimned bath ? 
Bur ſome will ſay preſently, thonor to the purpoſe, Thar a!l 
arenot Jae! which are of Jrael ; bur whar ſignifies rhis, fince 
they are 1641 ro whom Blindneſs in part hath happened, until 
toe fulneſs of the Genriles 5e come in, and ſomuſt die in Unve- 
lief, yer are they Eleted and Beloved and ſo Saved? IL 
have diſccurſed rhis Point, and when others have beendr1- 
ven to a Nonplus, have ſaid that cheſe things ought nor to 
be medled with 3 but Sr. Paul's advice is to be preferr'd, 
who ſaith, Brethren T would not have you ignorant of this Myſtery, 
leaſt you ſhould be wiſe in yow own Conceits; as it he had ſaid, 
YouGeztiles boaſt not becauſe you have received the Goſpel, 
and the Jews are excluded ar preſent ; think nor that they 


allo ſhall be ſayed, as he in 


A 4 


. ſFallbe damned, and you only ſaved ; nay bur I tell you they 
theſe Yerſes has gtven a clear De- 
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morſtration,  . And indecd the Explanation of this Myſtery 
renders us a great SarisfaQtion of Salvation, and prepares us 
to meet Chriſt at his ſecond Appearance in the Clouds; and 
ſo long as this Myſtery lies hid, we are bur conceited, and 
Men pre:ch they krow not what, Well, bur ſome may 
ſay, If partof J7aelare concluded in Unbelief, it may be 


they may be ſaved becauſe they were God's own People : 


Bur what 1s th's to the ſaving ot all the Genriles in general ? 
F anſwer, as the Holy Apoſtle has defined the other, let us 
ſee whar he ſays torhis; 1f we conſider Romans g. 6, 7.8, 
he ſays thus. | 

6, ver. Not as though the Word of God hath taken none effett, 


BT 4 they are not all T\rael which are of Iſrael. 


7. Neither becaaſe they are the Seed of Abraham are they all 
Children, b:t in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be called. 

8. That us, thoſe which are the Children of the Fleſh, theſe are 
not the Children of God « but the Children of the Promiſe are ac- 
commted jor the Seed. ' 

St. Paul here fays.in ver. 5. AU are not Iſrael which are of 
Iiracl. New let us ſee the Reaſon, Why all are not Iſrael 
hich are of Iſraei? We find in Rom. 11. 28, &c. that al- 
tho Jrael in part are concluded in Unbelief cill the fulneſs of 
the Genti/es, and are Enemies to the Goipel, yer. are they 
Elefted and Beloved; therefore that part of Jrazl whichare 
thus concluded in Unkelief, ſo long that they die in Unbe- 
liet, and fo prezit that they are Enemies ro the Goipel, 
v. hereby they muſt die in Unbelief; yer {till they are ter- 
med Jrael; Eleted, Beloved and Saved, as betore proved. 
Neither in the 7. h verſe is it, thar all are not Jrae! which 
are of Jrac/, «ny other way but as they are bleſt in Chriſt, 
a'tho they are of the Linc of Abraham, aac and Facob, iy 
whem truly all are Trae! which are of Iſrael, as *cis faid, 
In Iſaac ſhall thy Szed be called; Now Taac typified Chriſt, 
but was nor crucified for us. So thar all are nor $rae! which 
are of Jſrael, as being not all bur oniy fome of them ; for in 
Taac figuratively and in Chriſt really the Gentiles are added 
ro them, as in Rom. 9.8. The Children of the Fleſh, theſe are 


ot the Children of God : but the Children of the Promiſe are ac- 
£onnted for the Seed. That is, Fleſh and Blood ſhall nor in- 


heritthe Kingdom of Heaven, only the Children of the Pro- 
mite, as "ris writ, i: Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be called, Rom.g.7. 
Now ſince the Enemies of the Goſpel that die in Unbelief, 
25 beinp concluded in it, ill the fuineſs of the Gentiles bc 

| | COME 
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come in, yet are Saved, Ele&ed, and Beloved ; and with- 
out Faith it is impoſſible to be Saved. : 

Therefore Fairh is given after this Life 3 {orircannot-be 
proved that without Faich in this Life a Man cannot be faved. 

Now -ſeeing Tae! in part muſt die in Unbeljef, and in 
Mark 16. Damnaticp 15 the Puniſhment tor Unbeltef, Whar 
muſt Hel!-Fire be, bur the Troubles of this Life, or ſome 
Finite Miſery ? As figuratively we fay in that Diſtemper 
call'd a Fever, as hot as Fire ; and David calis the Troubles 
of this Life Hell; He ſaith in the 116th Pſalm, That the 
Sorrows of Hell encompaſſed him, and bad taken hold of him. 
So likewiſe in the 18:h Pſalm. And Forah in the Whales 
Belly he called it Hel!, becauſe ir afforded Sorrow : And 
ſo may a!l the Trouble: of this Life be compared ro a Hell, 
as the Scripture faith. So we find Unbelict ſo unavoidable 
ro Trael in part, tharthey die in Unbelief, as being till the 
Fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in: Where 1s then FREE- 
WirL in this Caſe of Faith, which is the Fountain of 
Good Works? If one Min may be ſaved and damned (as 
Trael in part thar die in Unbelief ) then there mult be rwo 
Erernals or Everlaſtings in Scripture, the one as long as this 
Life endures, the other afrer this Life to all Erernity. 

Bur now to proceed with Rom, 9g. g. Thzs is the Word of 
Promiſe, At this 1img will I come, and Sarah ſhall have a Sov. 
S:rah had none bur Jaac rypifying Chriſt; this chenis the 
fizurative Promife, the real Promiſe 1s Gal. 3. 16. Now f9 
Abraham azd to his 5e:d were the Promiſes made, He ſaith not, 
unto Seeds, asof many; but as of one, and to thy Seed, which 
z5 Chriſt, And indeed by no other -Name can we be ſaved. 
The Law of Moſes is called the Law of Sin and Death, 
Rom. 8.2. t:diicovcrs Sin, and brings us under Sin, in thar 
we cannot keep ir, and infligs Death 1f we break it. bur in 
one Point; Now whac 1s this bur that we mighc be Heirs ro 
the Promiſe or Goſpe!, This Seed, Promiſe, Goſpel or 
Chriſt, was preackt to Abraham four hundred and thirty years 
before the Law of Moſcs was given at Mount Sinai, Gal. 3. 17, 
So that the Inheritance by this Seed, Goſpel, Promiſe or 
Blood of Chriſt, is by Glorification, and nor here in the 
Fieſhz as Sr. Pay ſaith, If we have hopes of Chriſt only in this 
Life, then we are of all Men moſt miſerable, For Paul was 4 
great Sufferer in ghe Fleſh, as being whipp'd, fion'd, in 
Death ofr, &c. Add co this that unbelieving Trae! are ſa- 
red thothey die in Pintelicf; then is ir clear, that the Chil- 
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dren of the Fleſh, which are not the Children of God, are 
Men in the Fleſh, let them be either Good or Evil; and 
thar the Children of the Promiſe, which are truly che Chil. 
dren of God, are the Souls of all Men thar ever were, are, 
or will be, nor one excepted, of what Nation ſoever, or 
of trhat Belief (in heir glorified Srate,) All Authors have 
miſs'd of this DiſtinQion, between the Children of the Fleſh 
and the Children of the Promiſe, which 1s the caulc of {6 
many Volumes in Divinity, yer the Scriptures could nor he 
made plain and eaſy; and indeed ir 15 Error thart fills Vo- 
lumes, when Truth will lie in alittle Compaſs. A farther 


_ Nivftrarion of what hath been ſaid, both by Reaſon, and by 


uniting the Scriptures in Senſe one with another, bringing 
them ro the grh and 11th of the Romans, which isa Rey to 
unlock the reft : And I ſhall allo anſwer ſome Objetions. 

Objeff, x. Ti allMen are ſaved, *cis an Encouragement to 

commir 51, 

I anſwer, He: that fears, is not made perfect in Lot, 1 Jokn 
4, 18, That 15, he doth nor believe God to be an Infinite 
Goodne(s. St. Pail rakes norice of our Salvation concluded 
and agreed upon beſore the World began; not for any 
Works that we could do, bit according to has own Purpoſe and 
Grace which was given 115 in Chriſt Feſus, 2 Tim. 1.9, And 
theſe grear Merctes of God moved him to pleaſe him rhe 
more, Ro#, 12. I. as being a reaſonable Service. Love is 
the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 14. 8, 9. Therefore it's the 
Sum of all that 1s expeRed from us, and whar can we en- 
arayour more and farther todo ? The Fear of Hell cannor 
perſwace us to the higheſt Duties of Chriſtianity, which 1s 
Love to God wirh all our Hearts, from whence flows our 
{ove toour Neighbour as our ſelves, and to do Good to 
Tthofe thar deſpighrfully uſe us: Therefore the Fear of Hell 
is ahindrance to perform the higheſt Duties of Chriſtianicy, 
pcrſwading us there muſt be FREE WitL : Love thinks no 
i/! ro the Obje& it loves; and as Love is the Price of Love, 
by thar Objett it 15 accepted. 

Grace and Mercy muſt draw us to this Love of God ; if 
webelieve he js ſo Good and Merciful to fave all Men, we 
Have the greater reaſon to Joye him; but on the contrary, 
if wc velteyechar he 1s ſo ſevere to puniih Finite Sins with 
112i and Eternal Puniſhments, and rhat he will never be 
Pacricd, we cannot have fo great AﬀeRtions towards him, 
a. '-< 1c in Perſons under Neſpair, who are always cryng 
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cur againſt him for his Severiry: And it 1s evident from 
Robbers, Drunkards, Swearers, Murderers, &c. thar cis 
nor the preaching Hell ro them, bur the want of Grace, 
thar they donor reform : Hence rhe preaching of Helkmakes 
not Men the better, and Grace will do the work much ber- 
ter by Love, if it plcaſe God to give ir, otherwiſe no Good 
can be wrought upon us, It I deny Fxee-Wirr, whereby 
I muſt account ir reaſcnabie and juſt for all Mento be ſaved, 
then the Abuſes.and Afﬀronrs of my Neighbours I can with 
eaſe paſs by, as knows they have nor the rule of chem- 
ſelves : So thar the Effteas of denying Fare: WiLL, and 
allowing all Mento he ſaved, draws our Aﬀecions pertedtly 
ro God, and our Love and Chariry to our Neighbours, 
which are the higheſt Duties in Chriſtianity, and a berrer 
Hypotheſis thanthe Doctrine of Free-WiLL, which is the 
Fountain of Enmuy and Perſecurion. Well, ler us farther 
confider how reaſonable ir 15 for all unbelieving Ira?! ro be 
javed. When our Saviour was onthe Crols, he ſaid, Fa- 
t!zy, forgive them, they know not what they do z and Chriſt 
thar praved for them, was as able to ſave rhem as he was 
willing, intharhe prayed for them. Ifracl had 2 Zeal to 
God, Rom, 10, Now they thar have a Zeal ro G3d would 
do any thing for the b<«{t char they were ſenfible of: And 
Nature 1n all chings 1s for its Inrereſt, Wao willingly would 
a& againſt it? The Jews zealouſly crucified Chrift as a 
Blaſphemer ; and did not the Jews think it for their Inte- 
reft to belicve 1n Cirift? Can we beſo fooliſh as ro imagine 
they wouid not rather beiteve 1t they could ? Thus Unhe- 
lief in Jrael, tho unavoidable to them, till the Fulne( of 
the Gentiles be come in, yet this Sin of Unveltef 1s rernr'd 
their own, (as all Sins are, tho they are unavotdavle) in 
thar Damnation alſo 15 che Puniſhment for 1t. - And fo, lirael 
thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, Hoſea 13.9, Our Saviour wepr 
over 7truſalem, and fſaid,. How would I have gathered you as 
a Hen gatherith ker Chickens, but you would no:, Mat. 23. 37. 
And how ſhould they be gathered, when che things which 
belonged ro their Peace ( which was Faith) was hid from 
their Eyes, Luke 19. 42. Now with what Argumenc Men 
can place FREE-W1LL in an Efte&, paſſerh my Underſtind- 
ing; for Lam ſure no Example can be brought for ir. Many 
are apt to ſay that the Scriptures are not rightly interprered 
from the Original Tongues. I anſwer, Many Hebrew and 
Greek Words may ſignify divers things; bur their [nterpre- 
teacton 
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tation muſt be according to the Senſe of the Texr, and rhat 
Text muſt agree to other Texts, and then the Interpretarion 
is rrue : And none but a Man taught the Mifteries of rhe 
Scriptures by the ſame Spirir char Indiced them, c:n diſcern 
when they are truly interpreted from the Original Tongues, 
becauſe by underſtanding the Myſteries of them he ts able 


- to unite them in Senſe one with another : And when they 


will nor unice, their Interpretation is falſe. Al! Scripcure 1s 
true if righrly interpreted; therefore 1n Dilpuracions one 
Scripture cannor be brought to contradiR another : There- 
fore they muſt be. united in Senſe, or no Sarisf:Rion can be 
drawn from them. Our Savicurſpoke to the Jews in Para- 
ble, that ſerivg they might not ſge, Mat. 13. 13, 14. And 
without a Parable be ſpake nothing unto them, Mat. 13: 34. 
Now Parabtes are nor Realicjies, bur Blinds ro darken the 
Truth, ſo thar if plain places of Scripture be underſtood we 


have no occation ro mind Parables, for rhey muſt agree to 


thoſe plainer Texts : I call choſe plain Scriptures that are 
not Parables. So that all! terrible Places of Scripture con- 
cerning Hell Fire, muſt be brought to Rom. 9g. and Rom. 1x. 


cr they will never be united in Senſe one with another, 


which 1s the reaſon of fo many Religions 1n the World. 
Now for Example I will unite ſome of them. Ler us oh- 
ſerve the diſtintion herween the Children of the Fleſh, 


. (which areall Men in the Fleſh). and the Children of the 


Promiſe (which are the Souls of all Men or glorihed Per- 
ſons) and then *ris eaſy ro unite the Scriprures: And this 
3s thar which St. Fas! calls comparing Natural Things with 
Natural Things, and Spiricual Things wich Spir1:ual Things. 
The Children of the Fleſh, thiſe-are not the Children of God ; but 
the Children of the Promiſe are accounted for the Seed, Rom.9g.8, 
Ant ſeeing *tis proved that notwithſtanding Trae in parc die 
in Undbelief, yer they are ſaved, then there muſt be two 
Everlaſtings, rhe one as long as this Life endures, the other 
Everlaſting to all Eterniry : which 1s plain, for the Troubles 
of the Body areeverlaſiing or for ever to the Body, thar is 
ſo long as the Body rematns under its preſent ſtate of Fleſh 
and Biood : Butthe Everlaſting of the Soul in Glory ſhall 
mernally abide withour end. + And therefore Hell-Fire or 
Pamnation, which in Scripture js termed the Puniſhment 
for Unbelief, can be nothing bur the Sufferings of this Life, 
and-nor an erernal rormenting in Hell-Fire after this Life. 


£9 thar the Goars arc the Children of the Fleſh, and the 
| ; Sheep 
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Sheep the Children of the Promiſe; and ſo are the five 
foolith Virgins the Children of the Fleſh, the five wiſe the 


' Children of rhe Promiſe, Xt, 25. { wherein obſerve there 


were juſt ſo many Fooliſh as Wiſe. ] Uzierſtand rhe ſame, 


as aforeſaid, of the Loaves and Wheat, Mat. 13. 25, &c. 


AS for the Parable- of the Rich Man and LZazarzs, it ſers 
forth God's Power and Terror z3 and ſhews the Inability of 
Abraham to bring the Rich Man to him: Now Abraham was 
he whom the Jews depended on, and Chrift here infinuates- 
himſelf, as in other places, to be of greater Power than A4- 
braham co ſave them : And ſo John the Baptiſt doth thelike, 
ſaying, Think 20t within your ſelves to ſay ye have Abraham 
for your Father, jor God out of theſe Stones can raiſe Children ta 
Abraham, 4s ?n Adam all dir | inthe Fleſb, \ ſoin Chriſt 
are all made alivs, | by the Promite in the.Spicic] 1 Cor. I5. 
And ſono Aduiterer, Fornicator, or Unbeliever, as they are 
in the Fleſh, ſal! enter inta the Kingdom of Heaven: Thus 
Chriſt zs tve Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe, 
1 Tim. 4. 10. By a Figure, we ſay ina Fever, or by any 
thing elſe that 15 warm, @s hot as Fire: And foin Rev. 14» 
9, 10. Tyey that receive the Mark of the Beaſt ſhall be tormented 
with Fire and Brimſtone z and yer tathe Chapter before, 10 
Man muſt bay or ſell but what h2th the Mark of the Beaſt : And 
he ſhall cauſe all, the Rich and Poor, Small and Great, Bond 
and Free, to receive his Mark: So then who {ball eſcape, Rev. 
13.15, But ſome will fay, this js meanr all that buy and 
ſell, ec. thar do not believe, ſhall be caſt into rhe Lake: 
So that Believers are not caſt in, iuch as had or have ſuch 
Faith as the Apoſtles had. We grent then thar Unbelievers 
arecaſtin: Soare Jjraelin part, they die jn Unbelief, yer 
are they ſaved, as hath been proved. So that by Fire, 
Brimſtone and Fire, Everlaſting Fire, and ſuch terricle 
Expreſſions, figurares rhe Sorrows of this Life, or ſome 
Finite Suffering 3 and alſo that there are rwo Everlaſtings., 
In the 2oth Chapter of the Revelations is mention made of a 
firſt ReſurreRion, and a ſecond Death. 

As forthe firſt ReſurreRion, *ris the firſt and laſt, and but 
one and the fame : Since in the 4ch verſe, the Souls of the 
Martyrs that had not worſhipp'd and received the Mark of 
the Beaft, livedandreigned with Chriſt a thouſand Years. - 
And the 6th verſe, they that haye part in the firſt Reſuc- 
rection, rhe ſecond Death hath no poweronthem 3 for 2s 
Chriſt our Head AY from Death ro Life, and _— =. 
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others ſhall certainly be forgiven, 


L 14 ] 
Firſt-Fruits of them thar ſlept : So fh1!l all Mankind have 
bur one Reſurretion. And our Blefled Saviour, Mat.22.30. 


ſaich, that 'in the Reſurrettion they ſhall ve !ike the Angels of - 


Godin Heaven, Neither doth he make any diftintion be- 
rweenBelievers and Unbelievers. And inthe 32d verſe of the 
ſame Chaprer ſaith, God zs not the God of the Dead, (tharis, 
of the Fleſh) but the God of the Living ; (thar is, of all 
Souls)': Theſe Souls ſhall live and reign with Chrift not only 
2 thouſand Years, bur for ever. Hence there can be bur 
one Reſurre&tion. Again, it 15 fa!d inwver.7. thereſt of 
the Dead lived not ri!] the thouſand Years were finiſhed. 
Hence thoſe that live and reign with Chriſt cillche thouſand 
Years are finiſhed, and for ever, are part of thoſe tha: are 
dead ; in thar the Text faith, the reit of the Dead lived nor 
till the thouſand Years were finiſhed : So that thoſe which 
arein Heaven, as touching the Body, are deail; and the reſt 
of the dead are Men lving in the World, 1n the Fleſh, 
and ſhall never live as Children of the Promiſe. Now ler 
us examine what this ſecond Death ts which ſo affrighrens 
Men : This 1s deſcribed in the 14th and 1th Verſes, Ard 
Death and Hell were caſt into the Labe of Fire : This 75 the ſecond 
Death. And whoſoeter was not found written in the Book of 
Life, was caſs into the Lake of Fire, The firft Death then 
1s the Death of Man in the Body ; the ſecond Dearh 1s the 
caſting of Death and Hell into a Lake of Fire, Burt'who are 
thoſe thar are caſt intro this Like? Why, all Men whoſe 
Names are not written in the Book of Life: And who are 
thoſe bur Unbelievers, &c. 2? and ſuch are the Children of 
the Fleſh, as rae! rhatdie in Unheliet, yer as they are the 
Children of the Promiſe are they written in the Book of 
Life. Thus the Expoſition of this 2oth of the Revelations 
1s the ſame as Romans Ir, and g, Now that Unbelievers 
are ſaved, or ſuch as have not Faith; in this Life, obſerve 
wha: our Saviour ſaith, John 12. 47, &c. If any Man hear 
my words, and believe not, I judg bim not : for I come not to 
1dge the World, but to ſave the World, Which Words he 
latch were his Father's Words, and his Father's Words are 
Life everlaſting; and faith, Mt. 12.31. that all Sirfs ſhall 


be forgiven, nay all Blaſphemies; only the Sin againſt rhe 


Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be forgiven: No more tt. ſhall; as 
touching the Body or ftate of Fleſh and Blood, it ſha!l ne- 
ver be forgivenz bur as touching the Promiſe, this and all 
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treatncd before 4dam's Fall, for 11s. diſobeying God's 
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Some (hall riſe to everlaſting Liſe, and ſome (hall riſe to tutr- 
laſting Damnation, John $5.29. and ſo do Tae thar die in 
Unbelief. We are all quick, and all dead that are in the 
Graves: So Chriſt ſaid, Tboſe that are in the Grave ſhall bear 
his Voice; The Time 1s Coming, and now 2s (obſerve now x} 
when the dead (hall hear his Voice; and they that hear ſhall tive, 
John gs. 259. We are all, as touching the Fleſh, ſhut ever- 
laſtingly from the preſence of God and his Holy Angels; to 


we ail live and all die. 


There are miny other Scriptures that ſeem to threaten 
Eternal Puniſhment for Sin after this Life z bur all muſt be 
brought to che gth and 11th of the Romans, otherwiſe they 
concradit one another : And whenever weread any ſuch 
rerrible place of Scripture thar ſeems ro threaten Hell- Fire, 
for Unbelief and Evil Works, then preſently ſay, ſuch is 
the Condition of rae! chart die in Unbelief, and yer they are 
faved: Which clears the Truth, and makes dark and terri- 
ble places of Scripiure pleaſanc, and diſcovers God ro be a 
God of Love, and not a God of Wrath. _ We are ſaved by 
Faith, and that not of our ſelves : it us the Gift of God : Not of 
Works, leſt any Man ſhouid boaſt, Eph. 2.8, 9, Now com- 
pare this with the Salvation of Jazl that die in linbeitef, 
and we may eafily fee that the Salvation of Man 1s a Free 
Gitc : So that when we have good Thoughts,'ris a Free Glir, 
good Works *cis a Free Gittz and if God dorh reward 
Faith and good Works, he doth bur crown his own Gitts by 
Rewards, And when God ſhall open our Graves, (obſerve 
Grrves) and bring 1s to our own Land, the Land of Iiracl, 
then ſhall we know the Lord, Ezck.37.13,14, &c, It would 
be redious for me to bring all ſeeming diſſenting places ct 
Scripture to the 5th and 11th of the Romans, for their union 
in Senſe one with anorher ; bur I have here laid a Foundatt- 
0n for others to do it, who, if they are not with Jae; un- 
acr Blindneſs of Heart, muſt readily agree to what I have 
laid ; Thar all che Puniſhment for Sin is co happen in chis 
Lite; and the Valley of Jehoſophat, in Foil 3, figurares rhe 
vrave, which is the Puniſhment of all Men for Sin. And 
this may. be plain, that by a Valley is meant the Grave, 
when we confider that the Valley of Achor, is called the Doo? 
of Hope, Hol. 2. 1. that is, by the Grave we enter into 
Glory, We are ſown a Natural Body, we ſhall riſe again a Spi- 
2t:2l Body. So that if we conſider, that only Death was 


Com- 
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Commands, and that in the Sweat of his Face he ſhould eat his 
Bread ; which ſignifies the continued Series of Puniſhment, 
for continuing in unavoidable Sin ſo long as he 1s in the Fleſh, 
Hence pur alrogerher, and you can find no other Puniſh- 
men: than in this Life for Sin, and rhat no more than we 
are ableto bear. For Chriſt bad all our Iniquaties laid on. 
him, and by his Stripes we are healed; Ila. 53. | 

Oheft. Bur ſome enjoy much Pleaſure here, yet are great 


- Sinners, ſhall they all receive alike ? 


o 


I anſwer, Ithath been proved thar all 77a?! ſhall-be ſaved : 
And there is noqueſtton bur amongſt fuch Mulritudes the 
orofleſt Sins have been commitred. From the Scepter ro 
the Spade all receive ſome Diſtreſs or orher, as Sickneſs, 
Trouble of Mind, Croffes, and al! Diſappointments what- 
ſoever, tho ſome more than others ; and thoſe that know 
moſt Troubles here, will che tore efteem Happineſs here. 
afcer to all Eterniry, - 

T have no more to ſey than this, thac this Dottrine ena- 
bles us above all other Dodrines, to perform the higheſt 
Duries of Chriſtianity: and whar can we expet to do mare 
than to love our God with all our Hearts, and our Neiph. 
bour, nay our very Enemies as onr (elves? This Dodrine 
leads us ro the Angelical Frame of the Apoſtles, who being 
deſpitefully uſed, yer prayed for, and bleſſed thoſe thar 
perſecuted and hated them. Ir likewiſe gives us a ſerene + 
Frame of Spirit, continual Joys and Comfort in AﬀfiiQions, 
a fervent Love to God, and a defire or rather a panting after 
2 Diſſolution; that we may be embraced in the everlaſting 
Arms of our Saviour, where are Joys and Pleaſures for 
£VYErmore, | 


T HE 


Myſtery of im—— 


laid Open ; 
AND THE 


Dodrine of FxEEwiLL | 


fully Refuted : 


By proving, 


By THOMAS MOOR. 


For it is God which worketh in you, 


both to will and to do of his good 
Pleaſure, Philip. 23 Eh 
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PRE 1 A CE 


READER. 


Friendly Reader, 

TJ 1V the firſt Part T kave plainly proved the Sat- 
vation of all Men, andin th I ſhall as fully 
a prove that Sin 1s an Infirmty, and God deſign=- 

ed it to enter into the IYorid, und Death by Sin, that 

he might make kaown Þis manſnd i7ſdom in a Cru- 
cified Chriſt , be beiag a Lamb ſlain from the Foun= 
dation of the World: For we may obſerve, that when 
God created Adarn, he created him Hale and Fe- 
male, Gen. 1. 27. and ſo long as Adam was un that 
State, be did not fail, nenher was he in a Poſſibility 

to fall : But God ſecing it was fit Adam ſhould have 

a Companion, caſt him into a deep Sleep, and ſepa- 
rated the Female Nature from him, of which he 

| formed Woman. Now God could as well have made 
Woman of the ſame Matter that he made Man with © 
But God made her out of Man, that there might be 
# Magnetick Love between them : Now ſeeing the 
Devil could nt tempt Adam, therefore he accoſr's 
So A 2 | F.YE, 
| 


«x The Preface to the Reader. 


Eve, and perſwades her :, ſo ſhe being tempted, then 
ſhe tempts Adam, and ſo God ſuffered his Command 
fo be broken, But ſome may ſay it is againſt the Fu- 
ftice of God to command, and yet deſign it to be bro- 
ken. I anſwer, that in Gen. 22, we read, God 
tempted Abraham, and commanded him to offer up 
his Sor Iſaac for 4 Burnt-offering ; and when A- 
braham was juſt going to execute the Command, God 
would nat ſuffer him to doit. So that God comman- 
ded Adam mot to do a thing, yet ſuffered him to do 
it 3 and he commanaed Abraham to do a thing, yet 
ſuffered him not to do it. So likewiſe God ſent Moſes 
ſeveral times to Pharaoh, commanding him to Rt 
the People go; yet at the ſame time, he told Moſes 
that he had hardned Pharaoh's Heart,that he ſhould 
z0t let the People go + any places of Scripture may 
be bronght of the like nature. But the Oppeſſers will 
not believe theſe things, becauſe they cannot compre- 
bend them with their narrow and clouded Capaci- 
ties * But ſaith the Lord, As the Heavens are 
higher than the Earth, ſo are my Ways higher 
than your Ways, and my Thoughts than your 
Thoughts, I/a. 55. 9. 1 would have thee to lay by 
all Raſhneſs, and ſeriouſly conſider theſe things, and 
the Lord enlighten thy Underſtanding 5 which 1s the 
Defire of thy Soul's Friend, 


Thomas Moor. 


LO — 


I 


The My/ery of Iniquity laid open, and 
the Dottrine of FREE-WirL fully 
refuted, GCC | 


HEN Almighty God made Man, he gave him a 

Law, which he had no ſooner received, bur he 

broke ; and if A44# had had an equal power of 

Scanding or Falling, he would have ſtood lon- 

ver than he did ; bur 1t pleaſed the Divine Wiſdom to ſuffer 

him to fall, thac ic might be made known by the Church. 
the manitold Wiſdom of God, according to the eternal Pur- 
poſe, which he purpoſed in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, Eph. 3. 1x 
And ir hath pleaſed God to hide this myſtery from Man, 
that 1s from the generality of Men, now almoſt fix 
thouſand years,for Ignorance will not have Sin an Infirmity, 
bur muſt ot neceffiry be wilful, and that it muſt lye in the 
power of the Creature to avoid fin, or ir cannor be a 
fin ; and if there be a power of avoiding fin, then there 
is a power in the Creature of doing good : but St, Paul 
tells us poſitively, Rom. 9.21, I find then a Law in my 
members that when T would do good evil. is preſent with me : 
to will is preſent with me, but how to perform that which 
zs good I find not, Rom. 7. 18, And St. Paul in Eph.1i.11. 
we have obtained an Inheritance, being predeſtinated according 
to the purpoſe of him who worketh all things after the Councel 
of his own will : So that if God worketh all things in us 
as is evident, Philip. 2. 13. then 1s Man- wholly. Paſhve, 
and not able of himſelf ro do good or evil, and then 
conſequently fin is an Infirmity. {Obje&ion) In Gen. 6.56. 
It 1s faid that when God ſaw the wickedneſs of Man, It 
repented him that he mad? Man, and it grieved him at the 
0y heart, Anſwer, The Scriprure tells us of falſe 
Teachers, that ſhould deny che Lord rhac bought them, 
2 Pit, 2. 1, What Murders, and other horrid fins have 
been, and now are daily commitred, none can be 1gno- 
rant of, And what was forerold by Chrift and his Apo» 
[> CT  - | ſiles, 


files, we may by Reading obſerve ; as the Murder of the 
Apoſiles : a falling away from rhe Faith, and the latrer' 
days to be perilous times, and Men to. be lovers of them- 
ſelves more than lovers. of God, Blaſphemers, &>c. 2 7 n.2. 
And yer for all this God continues Man upon the Earth; 
therefore ir is nor for want of foreſight in God, bur his 
ſeeing fin committed and puniſhed, that grieves him, This 
was {aid to them in the Old World, when they lived many 
hundreds of years, and the longer they lived the. more fin 
they commited, and the more puniſtment rhey endured ; 
which when God beheld, it grieved hin: 3 and our Saviour 
in Mark 13. 20. faith, That for the Elefts ſake whom be hath 
choſen (which are the Children of the Promiſe) he hath 
ſhortned the days. Now God having choſen a method 
(undoubtedly the beſt) ro fer forth his Artribures, thar 
Man thereby might the better know Godand himſeit ; and 
tha: Man through miſery here, might be the more per- 
fealy happy hereafter, ordained fin and puniſhment to 
be inſeparable. And "Man being made Fleſh avd Blood, 
is a ſign thathe was intended to be ſubjeted to fin, and 
ſo conſequently to puniſhment, ſo long as he is on this fide 
the Grave: now ſeeing ſuch great fins are daily com- 
mirred, and yer God continues Man upon the Earth, it 
argues that cheſe things were predeſtinated ar firſt, Un- 
belief is ſo great a ſin, thar Damnation, in Scripture, is 
made the puniſhment for it; yer unbelief is an Infirmiry, 
_ which our Saviour teſtified while he was upon the Croſs, 
in ſaying, Father forgive them, they know not what they 
do z and ſure'y he that prayed for them, was both able 
and willing ro Pardon them : and as St. Paul ſaid, had they 
known It, They would not have Crucified the Lord of Glory, 
1 Cor. 2.8, For Iſrael had a Zeal to God, Rom. Io. 1. 
ard therefore would have done any thing for the befi, 
Nature 15 for its'Intereſt in all, it is Intereſt that makes 
the Turks fo zealous for their Mahomet, and from asking 
our telves the queſtion, we may judge of them; did they 
think 1t more beneficial ro believe in Chrift than in Maho- 
met, they would certainly do it 3 and the ſame may be 
{aid of the Fews, So thar this unbelief that is compel- 
{ed on the Pofterity of J7ael, catnot be ſaid to bea puniſh- 
ment for their Forefathers unavoidable unbelief : but 
there 1s a Myftery in it hid from the World, which My- 
jtery I have already laid open before in the firſk Book <1 
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and Faith ; and good VVorks are no farther meritorious 
chan they are ſigns of true Faith, excepr it can be proved 
that we can be ſaved by VVorks without. Faith 3 What doth 
it profit, my brethren, tho a Man (ay he hath Faith and hath not 
Works ? can Faith ſave bim ? James 2. 14. Faith without 
Works is dead, verſe 20. I will ſhew thee my Faith by my 
works, verſe 18, Therefore Freewill, as touching true 
Faith, which works -by Love, 1s chiefly to be diſcourſt, 
and that Faith being obtained, good Works will follow. 
And though we cannot perform in good Works the intent 
of our mind that we defire ro do, yer God acceprs the 
VVill for the Deed, as Paul ſaith, Rom. 7. 16. If then I do 
that which I would not, T conſent unto the Law that 'it is 
good : now then it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwel- 
eth i me, &c. That Unbelief 1s compelled on Man, we 
have already. proved ; now of Adam's fall, it is plain from 
Epb, 3. Thar God created all things ro manifeſt his mani- 
fold VViſdom in a Crucified Chriſt (who was a Iamb ſlain 
from the Foundation of rhe VYorld) whereby Adam was 
to fall,that ſin might enter into the VVorld,thar Chrift mighr 
ſuffer for ſin, thar ſo Gods manifold VViſdom might be 
made known in Chriſt : the words of the Texrs are theſe, 
Eph. 3.9, 10, &c. And to make all Men ſee what is the fel- 
lowſbp of the myſtery, which from the. beginning of the World 
bath been bid in God, who created all things by Feſns Chrift - 
to the intent that now unto the Powers and Principalities in 
heavenly places; might be made known by the Church the ma- 
mfold Wiſadn of God, atcording tv bis eternal purpoſe which 
he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, in whom we have confi- 
dence and acceſs by the faith of jim. Now take theſe Texts 
which way you pleaſe, it'jS apparent that God Dm 
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whereby there lay a neceſſity thac Aday muſt fall, rhat fin 
mighr enter into the VVorld, that God's manifold VVir. 
dom might be made known in a Crucified Chriſt, Anq 
ir muſt, be in a Crucified Chriſt, if we confider the words : 
That n0w unto the Powers, %c. VVhich was after Chriſt was 
Crucified, and alſo verſe 12. which ſaith, I® whom we 
bave acceſs by Faith in him, and what ſignifies Faith in Chriſt 
withour his Crucifixion ? Obje&ion, Bur ſay the Oppo. 
fers that God Created all things to manifeſt his VViſdom in 
Chriſt, as foreſeeing that Adam would wilfully fall, An- 
ſwer, Omnijpotency 1s the cauſe of Omniſciency, for we 
cannot foreſee whether a Ship ſhall certainly arive to her 
Port, by reaſon we have not the command of the VVind 
and Seas; bur God foreſaw all things, as having power to 
bring all'things to paſs. If an equal power was given to 
Adan to ſtand or fall, which way could his fall of a cer- 
rain be foreſcen, eſpecially before he was Created ? Let any 
Man conſider this, for *ris not enough to ſay that all things 
are poſſible with God, as to make a Camel paſs through 
the Eye of a Needle; which is true, all things are poſſible 
wich God, in things of that Nature, for he could dimi- 
nifh the Body of the Camel ; but to foreſee Adam's fall 
of a certainty, when an cqual power is to be, nay is 
given to ſtand or fall, T can plant no ſuch Idea, nor ima- 

ine or lclieve. The cauſe of foreſight in this caſe of 
Adam's fall, muſt lie in Omniporency, or an ability of 
bringing the fall ro paſs : ſo that if God of a certainr 
foreſaw his fall, he muſt have brought it to paſs; to which 
the Shipgs an equal example, 

Another Obje&ion of the Oppoſers is this, That God 
Created all things to manifeſt his VViſdom in Chriſt, upon 
condition Adam wiltully fell, Anſwer; This Objeftion 
ſeems to deny God's foreſeeing Adam's fall; but upon con- 
dition he fell wilfully, God would manifeſt his V Viſdom in 
Chriſt ; if not, he would not, or could nor do it, If 
Adam had wilfully fallen, and might have ſtood, then his. 
im had Been perfectly wilful ; and ſo Chriſt could not have 
rendred SatisfaRion for fin, but Adam's own death muſt 
Have been both the puniſhment and ſarisfation. For Ju- 
ſtice deſcribed ip Moſes's Law, (which Law Chriſt came to 


fulfil) makes the Cauſe render the Satisfa&tion z hence 


Aagn's death was only @ puniſhmenr, bur not a ſarsfa8ion 
Els Q 


' fr fin: and Juſtice cannor be ſatisfied with the death of 


o:2 Man for the Offence of another. Obje&ion, If Adam's 
fa; was inevitable, it ſeems injuſtice ro puniſh him ar all 
for it, « (pecially by death. I anſwer, ir would be fo gn- 
deed, were it not that Chriſt rendred the fatisfaQtion to 


| Adam by his Crucifixion, and fo in requital gives him 


Eternal Glory with himſelf : thus God ſhews his aſtoniſh- 
ing power over Death, for as Light deſtroys Darkneſs, fo 
Life entring into a dead Man deſtroys Death : the ſame 
may. be ſazd of all fins which we have not power to a- 
yoid. ObjeCion, You ſay there is no Freewill, yer it is 
faid, if a Man ſhould wilfully fin after knowledg given 
him: and give an example of this from Scripture of 
the Man that pick'd up Sticks on the Sabbath day, and 
was ſtoned to deaih without Mercy. I anſwer, To attri= 
bure Freewil to an Effe&, 1s more than che firſt Cauſe ar- 
tributes ro himſelf, in that he cannor lie, or be unjuſt: 
and ſhall an Effe& of that Cauſe doit ? Pharaoh would nor 
ler the Children of Trael goz that is no Argument, he 
could let them go ; this is nor ſpoken that this Man who 
pick'd up Sticks had Freewil to avoid this contempt of 
the Law, but that his Will being hardned by the Devil, with- 
out any ſcruple of Conſcience did freely break the Law; 
yet this Man died without Mercy, and no Sacrifice was 
allowed under the Law for his Pardon, to fave him in the 
Fleſh from being deſtroyed : much more if a Man had 
Freewill either to do the thing, or avoid it at his own plea- 
ſure, then there could be no Sacrifice at all, not under the 

Goſpel. | 
Babe['s Tower ſeems to be a true Similirude of the Do- 
QArine of Freewill; for altho God had promiſed he would 
never drown the World again, yer they fall ro work to 
defend themſelves againft God, 1f he ſhould drown the 
World again: Bur faith the Texr, God came down and 
confounded their Purpoſes. So alrho God hath declared 
that he willnor the death of a Sinner, and that his Son 
came to die for the Sins of the whole World, and that he is 
the Propiriation for the Sins of the whole World, and thar 
there 15 no other Name given under Heaven whereby Men 
ſhould be ſaved; yer they place the hopes of their Salvarion 
upon whar they believe and do, when they are able to do 
nothing, Therefore God bath given them up to ſtrong Deluſpons, 
that the) ſhould believe a Lie, 2 Thell:2.11, The Almighty 
IE | - Jianly 
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faich, Lit 18 Faaſon togither, Tfa. 1. 1. So that where the 


Scripture is filent, if we a& or believe according tg reaſon, 
we are excuſable in Chriſt, and have a Plea for what we dg 


or believe, and better cannot be expe&ed from us : 


And 


therefore according to Reaſon again I thus argue. Ir paſſes 
my Underſtanding, neicher can I fix ſuch an Idea in my 
Tmagination, how an <qual Power or Aviliry could be given 
to 44am to ſtand or fall, fince from a deep Confiteration of 
the Property of a Cauſe and an EffeR here below, we find 
char an Effe& hath ſuch a cloſe, nay cemented depencance 
on its Cauſe, that without it, 1t ceaſes 1:s Motton: So that 
if Adam, an Effet, could have Power given him to move in 
himſelf to will and to do, whereby there muſt be a Separa- 
tion between the Cauſe and the Effe&, as a Welzhr ſepara- 
red from a Clock: rhen we may as eafily conclude, thar this 
whole Fabrick of the World may remain in all Circumſtan- 
ces that it is now in, if the firſt Cauſe were ceaſed to be. 
So thar *tis as eaſy ro conceive an Effe&, or Man can create 
himſelf, as govern himſelf, or havea Power given him ſo 
to do: But God worketh in us both to will and to do,Phil. 2.3. 
It is not you that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father which 


ſpeaketh in you, Mat. 16. 20, In all Human Things 1t 


15 ſo, 


which are Examples of Things Divine; we can reach no 
farther, and cherein we are ſafe, teaching us to truſt per- 
teRtly in God ; and throughout the Scriptures, thoſe that 
truſted in him, 60d never failed them, bur relieved their 
Neceſhties, and moved in them to walk in his Ways: 
for an Effe& moves dire&ly as the Cauſe moves ir, as the 
Spring doth the Wheels of a VVatch, as the Arriſt doth 
ſet the Spiinpz and why ic muſt noche ſo berween God and 


Man. t!;e Reaſon js yet to be given hy the Oppoſers : 


That 


which is free, 1s not bound 3 1f I had Freewill, what occa- 
fon haye I to require a farther aſſiſting Grace? I obſerve 
Iikwife, chac Hell-fire was not threatned ro Adam, nor to 
his Poſtericy after him in caſe he fell : Which argues firmly. 
that his Fa'l was ordained before, or elſe no ſuch Puniſh- 
ment incended ; for that was the only time to have it threat« 
ned 1f ever intended. But T know no ſ{ach reaſon for Man 
£0 be {© ſollicitous abour A4a#'s fall, fince T am, farisfied it 
1s the {ame thing for me to be ordained or compelled ta 
commit Sin, as to be ſubje&ed to it through Adam's Of- 
fence, for through all my Endeavour I cannot avoid '; my 


Nature falling in 444”, or my SubjeRion to Sin by his 


Fall, 
nets 


+ 5 
ory 


ad 
- 


Sew *, wt I Xa m4) 


a 0. Sos 9. Mu Wc. 


"_” —_"—_— 6 w .v 


8." 4." Ss 2 » 


Fop- 22s, þ 
. 


neither was T thie cauſe of his Fall, The Scripture is a My- 


ſtery, and little SarisfaQion as to Freewill can be drawn 
from ic : For though St. Paul ſaid (as before) that he was 
carnal, fold under Sin, and the things he would, he could 
not perform; yet it is ſaid, Zames 1. 13. That God tempteth 
no Man to evil, but every Man 3s drawn away by his own Luſt, 
Here we may be very well ſatisfied that Luſt is termed our 
own, though 1t cannor be avoided. And this is plain, fince 
the Fleſh luſterh againit the Spirir, and the Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh; and theſe are contrary one to the other, that we 
cannot do'the things we would, Gal. s. 17. And Chriſt com- 
mands us in rhe Lord's Prayer, to pray to our Father in 
Heaven that he would not lead us into Temptation, If 
God doth not lead us into Temptation, or ſufferit by his 
own Content, why doth he reach us ro pray him, not to 
lead us into Temptation? Objettion ; If Sin be an Infirmi- 
ty, why 1s It puniſhed? I anſwer; To make Man more 
ſenſible of his Sins or Infirmities, and in that we take the 
more norice of the Perfe&tions of the Almighty 3 as his Ho- 
lineſs, and his Power in puniſhing Sin; for we endeayour- 
ing to eſcape the Puniſhments of Sin, we endeavour the 
more to avoid Sin, whereby we take the greater notice of 
Sin or our Infirmiries : But I deny eternal Puniſhmenr tor 
Sin afcer this Life 3 irs Puniſhment being here on Earth, 
that we might become as God in Knowledg of Good and 

Evil, and fo learn toprize our future Happinels the more. 
Sin and 1rs temporal Punithmenr is then very neceſſary, 
and both determined by God : And there is no Juſtification 
in the Blood of Chriſt, withour a Commiſſion of Sin ( for 
Chriſs came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repens 
tance ;) and fo conſequently no Glorification. Obje&ion 3 
We have Freewill to do Evil of our ſelves, but nor to do 
Good. I anſwer; The Evil or Sin is an Infirmity : We muſt 
then do Evil, becauſe we have not Freew1ll to do Good ; 
ſceing we muſt be doing either Good or Evil, Objetion, It 
Sin be an Infirmity, and ſo unavoidable, ir 1s in it ſelf par- 
donable : what then did Chriſt die for? and if no Hell-fire, 
what did he fave us from? I anſwer; Ir hath been proved 
that the Jews Unbelief is an unavoidable Sin, therefore an 
Infirmity : Bur that which Chriſt ſaved us from, was an 
erermal reducing us into the ſame Nothing that we were 
before the Creation, which Death (if Adam had fallen 
viltylly ) muſt haye been his Puniſhmevr, and An 
Ade qo | , or 


for Sin : For Hell-fire was not chreatned under the Name of 
Death ; for Dearh is withour Senſe or Feeling, bur an eter. 
nal Torment in Fire 1s a tormented Life ; in which is borh 
Senſe and Feeling. And this 15 eaſy to believe, if we con- 
fider rhar there 15 a vait difference herween Helil-fire, and 
Death to be threatned co Adam : Sin 15 the Breach of God's 
Commands, though through Infrmiry in the Creacure, yer 
determined by God, and unpardonable in ic felf 5 hyp 
through the Blood of Chriſt, and good Rea!on for ic; for 
God created all things ro manifeſt his Wiltom in Chriſt, 
Eph. 3.5, 10. He gave us the Law by Moſes, whereby we 
may diſcern the difference berween Good and Evil, Juſtin: 
and Injuſtice 3 and rhis Law being broken unavoidahly ty 
Man, 2s God determined, ir was neceſſary to fer forth hi; 
own Holineſs, to ſatisfy this Law fo determined to he un1- 
voidably broken by Man : Hence he himſelf comes down 
from Heaven, and fulfills this Law by his Death, rendring 
Sarisfa&tion for Sin : From whence flows a Reconciliarion 
between God and Man jn Chriſt's Blood, God not intend- 
ing to be reconciled bur by Juſtice ſatisfied, deſcribed in 
the Law of Moſes. 

And this ſtands to reaſon, that the chief Cauſe of the 
Breach of Juſtice, muſt render the Satisfattion to Juſtice, 

. he being made perfe&by ſuffering : which 1s an undoubted 
Proof, rhar Adam's Fall was fore-ordained, and he fell una- 
voidably. Otherwiſe alſo for Sin, the Death of 'Adaz muſt 
as well render the Satisfa&tion as be a Puniſhment, 
| Objefion; Sins may be wilful, and in rhar Senſe they 
may be avoided ; yer the Death of Chiiſt may farisfy for 
them, he paid our Debc:. 

I anſwer 3 The Law of Moſes in ſerting forth the Proper- 
ty of Juſtice or Equiry, commands Life for Lite, Eye for 
Eye, of the Cauſe offending ; Goods nor Money 1a this 
Caſe will ſerve. | 

And he that determined this to ſer forth __y or Ju- 
ſtice, muſt force one to be deſtroyed by another, (as the 
innocent Children in Matth. 2. 16.) or otherwiſe he could 
nor have rendred the Satisfa&tion, ſmce none bur the Cauſe 
can do1t: So then, I ſay, if Freewill were in Man, nothing 
but the eternal Death of Man could render SatisfaQtion to 
Juſtice, or this Law of Moſes, which requires the Cauſe only 
ro render Sarisfa&tion. And whac hurt is this ro us, when 

the preſent Troubles are but theencreafing us in the —_— 
wha | | ' tedg 
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ledg of God, and his Terrors whereby we learn to prize 
our Happineſs hereafter? Now if Chriſt's Blood will farisfy 
for for all ſorrs of Sins, all ſorrs of Sins muſt be Infirmiries, 
and nor wiltu] 3 by wilful, I mean thar ir lies in the Power 
of the Creature either to commit Sin, or avold ir at his 
pleaſure. 

Bur I have ſufficiently proved Sin an Infirmiry 3 bur 
however, I will take notice of St. Peter : Our Saviour told 
him, thar he ſhould deny him thrice before the Cock crewz 
which he did, and then the Cock crew, Joby 18. 279, The 
Scripture was fulfilled by the Murder of the Infants, Matth.2. 
Which therefore was fore-ordained by God, in that this 
Murder was foreſeen ſo long before, evyen in the days of 
Fereniah, about the beginning of the 90 years Captivity. 

Now according to Reaſon (which ought to be our Rule 
for what we believe, and ſo renders us excuſable in Chriſt), 
if Chriſt had not the Power of bringing this thing co pals 
of Piter's denying him exadly rhrice, and that a Cock 
ſhould crow 1mmediately upon it, how came Chriſt to fore- 
ſee this? By this we may obſerve alſo, that the Devil, 
which compelF'd Peter fo exaQly, was only an Inftrumenr 
commanded and limited by God to do it. But many will 
ſay, this was to fet forth Peter's Weakneſs, and Self-Confi- 
dence, and thar he ought to have relied on Chriſt for his 
Prote&tion, T anſwer ; To ſuch kind of Ends as this, was 
all Sin epratled or compelled on Man, cherefore Freewill 
1s a dangerous Doctrine : For by our diſcerning of Sin in 
our ſelves, we ſee God's Holineſs, and not to depend on our 
Strength 3 bur by ſeeing the dreadful, though temporal, Pu- 
mſhment for Sin, we ſee God's Terrors and Wonders 5 
whereby we learn to know him the more. 

Death 15 made the Wages of Sin, that God's Power over 
Death (thar aſtoniſhing Power) might be experimentally 
and better diſcerned ; for as Light entring into a dark place, 
deſtroys the Larkneſs of ir, ſo when we aredead and raiſed 
to Life again, Death is deſtroyed. So thar Death 1s nor de- 
firoyed by Death, for then "cis fill Death ; butwhen Life 
enters into Death, as Life into a'dead Man, then Death is 
deſtroyed, as Light deſtroys Darkneſs : So thar by this we 
ſhall experimentally know Ged to be the God of Light and 
Life, by his Power over Death and Darkneſs. By 1h1E 
nowledg of Evil as well as by the Knowledg of Gone we 

nr Came 
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became as God in Knowledg (in that Point :) behold the 
Man is become as one of us ro know Good and Evil. 

There are many Scriptures that give light to this DoQrine; 
T have hardned Pharaoh's Heart, he (hall not let them go, Exod. 
4+ 21, and St, Pax! draws a general Rule, Roy. 9. from this 
particular Example ; Therefore he hath Mercy on whom he will, 
and whom he will he hardneth : And God fays of Ahab, Who 
will perſwade Ahab to go, and fall at Ramoth Gilead ? the 
lying Spirit ſaid, 1 will; the Lord ſaid, Go, thouſhalt proſper, 
I Kivgs 22, 22, Judas inevitably betrayed Chriſt, and de- 
ſtroyed himſelf : The Lord ſaid unto Shimei, Curſe David, 
2 Sam. 16. 10, If the Prophet be deceived, I the Lord have de- 
caved that Prophet 5 and Twill deſtroy him, Ezek. 14.9. But 

T have proved, that Men are predeſtinated,and compelled to 
dic in Unbelief before they were born ; whick proves one 
of the chiefeſt Foundations of Sin (ir being alſo one of the 
greateſt Sins, in thar Damnation is its Puniſhment) ro bean 

Infirmity. Yet all Men in general, not one left our, whe- 
ther good or evil, Believer or Unveliever, but what ſhall be 
perfe in Faith and good VVorks afrer this Life, and ſhall 

be ſaved : which is proved in the firſt Book, this ſecond 

Book being chiefly to prove Sin an Infirmicy, and determj- 

ned by God to ſer forth his Artributes : I ſhallputan endro 

this, with the words of the Propher. 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my Peoples ſaith your God 3, ſpeak comm 
Jortably to Jeruſalem, and cry unto her, that her Warfare 3 ac- | 
compliſhea, that her Inquity is pardoned « for ſhe hath receFeed of 
the Lord's band double for all her Sins, 1a. 40. 1, 2. | 


FINIS. 


